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R E C T O R ’ S  R A M B L I N G S

Holy Trinity Episcopal Church is a welcoming congregation offering spiritual sanctuary to all, regardless of race, ethnicity, 
gender, sexual orientation, age, ability, or socio-economic class; and to all persons who have felt marginalized in any way.  We 
recognize each individual as a unique child of God.  As we move forward with the work of this church, we commit ourselves to 

making justice and inclusivity a reality in this congregation and the world.

        Early Tuesday evening, March 11th, I requested prayers for Kathryn 
Hamilton: to live.  By the next morning I shared the shocking news that she 
had died later that night.  So on Saturday hundreds of us gathered at Holy 
Trinity to give God thanks for Kathryn's life with and among us.  Through 
tears, prayer, scripture, song - and the foretaste of the Heavenly Banquet, 
Holy Communion - we held Kathryn, her family and friends in prayer.  
Our guest preacher, The Rev. Joanna Leiserson, powerfully and gracefully 
voiced what so many of us had been thinking the past few days, beginning 
with her observations about our personal and collective question "Why?"  
Joanna's sermon follows for reading, reflecting, sharing, and remembering, 
especially when confronted with such agonizing loss. Karen+
 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Kathryn Anne Hamilton: Remember the Blessing
1 John 4:7-8, 16b-18a; 1 Corinthians 13:8-13; Matthew 5:1-8

When children are little, they sometimes start to ask the interminable 
question that parents often get tired of:  “Why?” Why is the sky blue? Why 
are there insects? Why is it dark at night? Why?

 As grownups in a scientific world, we are taught that there is an 
answer to everything, and that it is important to figure out the answers to 
our “why’s.” But sometimes, “why” is not the question we need to ask. This 
is one of those times.  We have lost our dear and beloved Kathryn. We will 
not try to answer the unanswerable. Faith is not an exercise of the mind, but 
a trust of the heart, and today, we need to engage our hearts more than our 
minds. 

    A P R I L  2 0 1 4  N E W S L E T T E R
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R E C T O R ’ S   R A M B L I N G S  ( C O N T . )

 There is a story in Scripture about Jesus as a young preteen—twelve years old. At the end of his family’s annual 
trip to Jerusalem, he, without telling his parents, stayed behind to talk to the teachers in the temple. When his parents 
finally found him, they were in great distress and they asked him, “Why have you treated us like this? Didn’t you know 
we would be worried?” 

 Like Jesus’ parents, we too are full of questions, and we hunger for answers that will never come. When our 
hearts are breaking, they may be filled with questions about God, questions to God: Why have you treated us like this? 
Didn’t we put all our trust in you? Are you not the God of love?

	  There are no clear and simple answers to those questions when a child we love has died. And we should not try 
to give answers, because if we just look for “why,” it will just lead us away from what we need to focus on, which is, 
where is comfort here? We don’t need to say platitudes; they won’t be true and they probably won’t be comforting 
anyway.  Because if we had the perfect words to comfort you, we would say them. But what we want to say, even if the 
words don’t come out right, is this: “I love you, I’m so sorry, I don’t understand, I’d give anything to remove this from 
you, I’ll be praying for you.” 

As people of faith, we find our comfort in the promises of God, and especially in the promise of resurrection 
and eternal life that we believe God gives to us. God has promised that no matter how deep the pain we feel, we are 
still held by the sustaining love of God who raised Jesus Christ from the dead. We are still embraced by God who 
promises that nothing—not even the death of this most precious child—can separate us from God's great love for us in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. We hold our faith in the promise of resurrection and eternal life, and it is in the faith of that 
promise that we say that Kathryn rests today in the hands of a loving and merciful God. We know that in life, in death, 
and in life beyond death, God is with us. We are never alone. And here’s how we know.

Jesus promises to us, “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those that 
mourn, for they will be comforted. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, 
for they will be called children of God.”

But Jesus was not finished with his promises. Jesus makes these promises of comfort and hope to people who 
are suffering pain, sorrow, and grief. A bishop once said, when one of our priests took his own life, that there is a limit 
to human pain and suffering. We cannot know the limit for each individual soul, but God does, and God also weeps 
when any of God’s children are so burdened. 

But the amazing thing is that, with the suffering and pain that Kathryn must have silently endured until it 
became unbearable, she was still—during all that time—a blessing and a gift to everybody around her. Those blessings 
do not go away with her passing. She gave them to us as gifts to keep, to cherish in our hearts, and to share. Just as 
Jesus’ mother Mary cherished the stories and memories of her son Jesus in her heart, including, I’m sure, the awful 
memory of his death, so are we to cherish the stories and memories of a dear child taken from us so early. Let us 
cherish the blessings and the gifts that she gave to us—cherish the blessing that was, and still is, Kathryn.

So the gospel goes on. 

Blessed are the curious, as was Kathryn, for they will know fully, even as they are fully known.

Blessed is the one who shared her love of spirit with us all, so that we are enriched by her love, for she now 
dwells in the fullness of that Spirit, and in the fullness of that love.

Blessed is the one who was so in love with the earth, the outdoors, and the animals and creatures of the earth, 
even the unloved creatures like the stinkbugs, for she now meets her Creator who made and loves us all.

Blessed is that poetic spirit who could rejoice in the beauty of being in a car at night, watching the light from 
the headlights cutting through the darkness, for she has taught us how to rejoice in beauty and she now is part of it.



Blessed is she who thought and spoke and lived with such earnestness, who pierced you with her eyes, seeking         
kindred spirits, for she now sees, not in a mirror dimly but face to face.

Blessed is she whose eyes lit up when she surpassed her personal best time in swimming, who taught us how to 
rejoice in accomplishments, for those eyes will now see with absolute clarity the light of God.

Remember the blessings. blessed is she who gave so generously, to young and old, not taking out of her need 
but giving out of her abundance. Blessed is she who gave the sounds of music to us. Blessed is she who wanted to 
challenge us with deep and complex thinking. Blessed are all of you who knew her, who were part of her life of 
marching bands, steel drum bands, soccer, swimming, mission trips, and the little bits of time that made up daily life 
with her. Remember the stories. Like Mary, ponder them in your hearts and cherish them. Remember her as she cooks 
pancakes at church, as she takes apart and then fixes a car engine, as she enjoys car races, as she looks you straight in 
the eye. Kathryn lived intensely. Every minute was precious to her. Hold onto these minutes. Cherish them, for they are 
her gift to you.

In our faith, we lift up a God of love and life and hope. It may be hard to imagine that God right now. But look 
around you. The love of God is in this community. The love of God is in you—you who have come to bring comfort to 
those who mourn, even as you mourn yourself. The love of God is in you, who hunger and thirst for God’s 
righteousness and God’s mercy right now. It is up to you to carry God’s love and hope and to offer it to one another. 
Right now, you need to be God’s loving arms, embracing Kathryn’s father and mother and brother and the rest of her 
family. 

As we read Paul’s words, now faith, hope, and love abide, but the greatest of these is love. Be faith and hope 
now, but most of all, be love. Kathryn was a blessing and a gift of love, and right now, honor her by being that gift for 
her, and for her family. And so, by you shall her memory, her life, and her love be held dear, and remembered, and 
cherished here on earth, just as she is held dear and cherished now, in the everlasting arms of God. Amen. 

Here ends the sermon.   
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

May Kathryn rest in eternal peace, as we continue to love and support her family, each other, 
and all who mourn. And may the peace of the Lord be always with you. 

Karen+ 
 

Holy Trinity Spring Progressive Dinner ~ Saturday April 5th, 6-10 pm.

Join us for another opportunity for fellowship, lively conversation and delicious food.
In an effort to accommodate the useful input of those who attended the fall event, this evening will have only 3 stops:

*appetizers at the Dahlman residence
*main at the Burnard residence
*dessert at the Church residence

R.S.V.P. to Tobie Dahlman by Saturday 3/29/14:
starseedts@gmail.com OR (419) 699-6370

You will receive a map after you send your R.S.V.P. Rides available upon requests!
This event is free and open to the entirety of the Holy Trinity community.

A N N O U N C E M E N T S  A N D  E V E N T S 
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S  A N D  E V E N T S  ( C O N T . )

First Friday Contemplative Service, Songs and Prayer

Friday, April 4, 5:30 pm, Chapel of St. Bede. Join us to finish your week with this service of contemplation.  
Breathe.  Pray.  Sing.  Let us give thanks.

Episcopal Church Women’s Luncheon ~

Calling all women ... Join us Tuesday, April 1, at Noon at the Knolls of Oxford 
for Lunch and Fellowship. And if you would like a ride, please contact Karen Burnard.

  Informal Men’s Get-together, “ECM” (Episcopal Church Men) You’re welcome 
to join us Tuesday, April 8, at 9 AM (-ish) at Kofenya. While “two or three are gathered together” is good, it’s more 

fun if we have a crowd! For more information, feel free to contact Glenn Julian, pipes.physics@yahoo.com

HOLY WEEK - EASTER WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Sunday, April 13: Sunday of the Passion/Palm Sunday 
with Blessing of the Palms and Dramatic Reading of the Passion Story at 10:30 

(Regular service at 8:00 a.m. with distribution of palms as well)

Sunday, April 13:  Evening Prayer in the chapel at 7:00 pm

Monday, April 14:  Evening Prayer in the chapel at 7:00 pm

Tuesday, April 15:  Evening Prayer in the chapel at 7:00 pm

Wednesday, April 16: Evening Prayer in the chapel at 7:00 pm

Maundy Thursday, April 17: Worship at 12:10 and at 7:00 pm in the chapel

Good Friday, April 18: Worship at 12:10 and at 7:00 pm in the chapel

Easter Eve, Saturday, April 19: Easter Vigil beginning with striking of the fire outside at 8:30 pm.  

                                                             

Please  BRING BELLS (large and small), CHIMES, WIND CHIMES, FINGER CYMBALS, TRIANGLES, and 
SIMILAR INSTRUMENTS to the EASTER VIGIL on Saturday April 19 at 8:30 p.m. so that we can make a 

collective joyful noise at the appropriate time. Thanks!
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S  A N D  E V E N T S  ( C O N T . )

Easter Sunday, April 20: Festive Eucharist at 10:30 am 
Followed by Breaking of the Ground for Holy Trinity's Building Expansion, Easter Egg Hunt and Brunch 

NO 8:00 SERVICE on EASTER SUNDAY

Sunday, April 27: Worship at 10:30 only - NO 8:00 SERVICE
There will be no Church School on April 13 and 20: please bring your children to church!  

The nursery will be available.

CONSTRUCTION COURIER 4/1/14

We are very close to submitting the last revisions required by the City for the building permit. And it is 
looking very likely that we will be able to demolish the Old Rectory at the very beginning of the building 
process rather than at the end, saving considerable money and gaining better access for the construction 
crews. The Building Committee met March 11th with representatives of our contractor to finalize decisions 
on details of the plans. And we’ve been engaged with the architects and the contractor for the past two 
weeks tying up loose ends. The church office has been moved to the Library; decisions are being made 
about moving the phone lines from the Old Rectory; the Salvation Army is coming April 2nd to take away 
the appliances from the Old Rectory; and planning is under way for the other things that need to be done to 
that building. Thanks to Co-chair Mel and to all the other people who have been involved in this busy 
month. S. Kay, Bldg. Comm. Co-Chair

Holy Trinity Adult Forum meets Sunday mornings in the undercroft.  Please join us for presentations and 
discussion on a variety of thought provoking topics.  Refreshments are available at 9:00 am and program begins 
promptly at 9:15.                                April Adult Forum:

The Lenten Film Series concludes on Wednesday, April 2 at 7 pm with The Gospel According to St. Matthew. 

       April 6          Reflections on Gospel According to St. Matthew

       April 13          No Forum, Palm Sunday

       April 20          No Forum, Easter Sunday

       April 27        Rev. Jim Metzger – The Theology of Scarcity or the Theology of Abundance

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

EASTER CELEBRATION following EASTER EUCHARIST OF JOY

A celebration dating to the 1970’s of champagne and strawberries to attest to ourselves and our children of the primacy 
of EASTER (over Christmas), Jack and I welcome the opportunity once again to express our joy for God’s love for us 
as expressed in Christ’s resurrection from death. We welcome your joining our celebration with your favorite foods of 
Easter: breads, fruit, cheese, or sweets; or foods enjoyed by children. YOU are a member of a large, diverse committee 
of our Holy Trinity community who are making this celebration happen. SIGNUP beginning Sunday, March 30, on the 
placard in the Narthex and later in Coffee Hour of what you would like to contribute to our celebration reception 
following the Easter Eucharist, April 20. SIGNUP - TOO for the multitude of tasks to getting ready for Easter: (the 
week of April 12) weeding gardens polishing silver, arranging flowers, setting up on Easter Saturday, and CLEANUP. 
All offers of help are most welcome. For those parishioners unable to sign up on Sunday, call Sally Southard 
(523-5511) and leave a message or email me at sally@southard.net.



In regard to the Easter offering:

Continuing Holy Trinity's support of our local agencies, the Outreach Commission has decided to fund the Family 
Resource Center, Planned Parenthood,  and the Community Counseling & Crisis Center at the levels we have 
supported them for the past several years.  As we know, these are difficult times for social service agencies and our 
assistance is greatly needed.  In order to be able to maintain our level of funding, we plan to use as much of the Easter 
offering as is necessary.  As time goes by, once we have achieved this level of funding we shall again designate monies 
for national and international projects.  As an indication of our continued concern with international giving, a check 
was sent to Episcopal Relief and Development Fund last month, reflecting a portion of the Christmas offering.  As 
always, we appreciate the concern and generosity of the parish.

EASTER LILIES:
Please fill out this form and place it in the offertory 

plate or return it to the Holy Trinity Office by 
Monday, April 14th with your check to Holy Trinity 

marked “Easter Lilies”. Each Lily is $15.00.

NAME: ……………………………………………………………………………………...............

I would like ………… (number)
 
Lilies to be given to the glory of God in thanksgiving for: 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….................

Or in memory of:

 …………………………………………………………………………………………….................

Reminder about parking at Hillel:  Parking spaces at Hillel are not available to us, and in fact, 
you may be ticketed if you park there. 

Emergency Contact Numbers - Some of our senior citizens have left contact information at the 
church for key family members to be notified in an emergency.  If you would like to add your information 
(or check to see that our information is updated), simply email the office with names, phone numbers, 
emails, addresses. In this way, we can easily contact the if the need arises:  this is especially helpful when 
our parishioners have no family geographically close.  Thank you!

Announcements for Sunday Bulletins should be dropped off or sent via email by Tuesday morning 
of the week preceding. Articles and announcements for the TRIAD should be submitted 

by the 20th of each month.
Thanks! 513-523-7559 ~ holytoffice@gmail.co



  Upcoming Events in MArch

              First Friday Contemplative Service: 
                5:30 pm. sharp, April 4th, Chapel of St. Bede. 
! ! ! !              Join us for a time of song, prayer and reflection.
! ! ! !
! ! ! !              Community Dinner: April 23rd, 5 pm.
! ! !                           Meet at Holy T to have a delicious dinner and help serve 
! ! ! !              to some hungry folks in our community.
   

                                                           Lenten Soul Starters: Light Fare and Lively Conversation

Join the Miami Episcopal Student Ministry (MESM) every Thursday evening at Holy Trinity Episcopal Church 
during the 2014 Lenten season for food and conversation. Soul Starters is an invitation to gather for guided 
reflection, to wrestle with the big questions in a safe space, for prayer and general hanging out. Location: 

Holy Trinity Undercroft [lower level] 25 East Walnut Street in Oxford. You may enter from the Poplar Street door.
Dates: 4/3, 4/10, 4/17

Time: 7-8:30 p.m.
Info: holytmesm@gmail.com or Tobie Dahlman (419)699-6370

Student Intern: Mike Willis
Campus Ministers: Tobie Dahlman and Jennie Kiffmeyer  

Parish Rector  Karen Burnard (513) 523-7559 ~ htrector@gmail.com                                      

B I R T H D AY S  &  A N N I V E R S A R I E S

Did we miss your important date? 
Please let us know by calling the 

office at 513-523-7559
or email holytoffice@gmail.com
Would you like to celebrate by 

offering the Altar Flowers.

! !             April Birthdays!
  
           1   Adrian Secrest" " 23   Parker Moore
           2   Stephanie McCabe" 25  Nicholas Dahlman
           4   Cynthia May" " 27  Jim Michael
                Ginger Smith " "      " "
                Will Taylor""       
         17   Bonnie Mason" " "
         18   Elizabeth Taylor" " "      
         21   Katie Michael"   " " "
                Jennie Kiffmeyer
         22   Lynn Stahr

         " "                April Anniversaries
           3   Chris and Linda Church                ! !

M I A M I  E P I S C O PA L  S T U D E N T  M I N I S T RY
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If unable to serve, please find a substitute & 
call the office (523-7559) or email holytoffice@gmail.com 

if there is time. Thank you!

L AY  M I N I S T E R  S C H E D U L E

APRIL LAY 
MINISTERS

APRIL 6 APRIL 13
PALM SUNDAY

APRIL 19
GREAT VIGIL

APRIL 20
EASTER

APRIL 27

Eucharistic 
Minister(8am) Kathleen Carels Judy Evans NO SERVICE NO SERVICE NO SERVICE

Eucharistic
Minister I Bill Bausano Joshua Seidel Josh Seidel Jennie Kiffmeyer Peter Williams

Eucharistic 
Minister II Lila Mason Rich Bement Jennie Kiffmeyer Bob Benson Marilyn Kinzler

OT Lector
(1st Lesson) Rosalyn Benson Kathleen Flanagan Jim Michael Joshua Seidel

Lector
(Psalm) Mary Cayton Kat Hayes Dick Nault Sharon Seidel

NT Lector
(2nd Lesson) Chris Church Glenn Julian Emily Murphree Karen Schilling

Lector (Prayers) Brian Dobson Jennie Kiffmeyer Stephanie Nowak Ginger Smith

Acolyte
(Crucifer)

Bob Benson Jillian Hassel Steve Elliott James Stokes
Stephanie McCabe Kathy McCabe

Acolyte
(Altar)

Alex Atkinson Martin Ganev Brittany Stokes Nina Stahr

Acolyte
(Torchbearer) Ben Graham Mercy Patterson

Marshall Patterson
Ben Graham
Alex Atkinson

Morgan Stahr

Greeter/
Oblationist

Bonnie and Joe 
Kretschmer
Dick Nault

Jack Southard
Phyllis Hollenbaugh

Elaine Brandner
Dick & Anne Lodge

Jack Southard
Phyllis 

Hollenbaugh

Healing
Minister

Kathleen 
Flanagan Lila Mason Kathleen Carels Kathleen Flanagan

Coffee Bob and Rosalyn 
Benson College Ministry Jack andSally 

Southard
Karen Schilling
Kathleen Carels

Flowers LENT Palm Sunday EASTER Bob & Rosalyn 
Benson

Ushers Sharon Seidel & Jack Heitsman

Altar Guild  Ginger and               
Dorothy 

 Dick Smith
 Samter 



L AY  M I N I S T E R  S C H E D U L E

If unable to serve, please find a substitute & 
call the office (523-7559) or email holytoffice@gmail.com 

if there is time. Thank you!

MAY LAY 
MINISTERS

MAY  4 MAY  11 MAY 18 MAY 25

Eucharistic 
Minister(8am) Al Lindsey Judy Evans Kathleen Carels Rich Bement

Eucharistic
Minister I Rich Bement Peter Williams Bob Benson Josh Seidel

Eucharistic 
Minister II Bill Bausano Lila Mason Marilyn Kinzler Lila Mason

OT Lector
(1st Lesson) Rosalyn Benson Mary Cayton Chris Church Brian Dobson

Lector
(Psalm) Emily Murphree Ginger Smith Karen Schilling Diana Uhlman

NT Lector
(2nd Lesson) Kat Hayes Glenn Julian Jim Michael Dick Nault

Lector (Prayers) Stephanie Nowak Josh Seidel Sharon Seidel Kevin Williams

Acolyte
(Crucifer)

TBA TBA TBA TBA

Acolyte
(Altar)

TBA TBA TBA TBA

Acolyte
(Torchbearer)

TBA TBA TBA TBA

Greeter/
Oblationist

Bonnie and Joe 
Kretschmer
Dick Nault

Jack Southard
Phyllis Hollenbaugh

Elaine Brandner
Dick and Anne Lodge

Jack Southard
Dick Nault

Healing
Minister Lila Mason Kathleen Carels Kathleen Flanagan Kathleen Carels

Coffee Peter Williams
Mary Cayton Glenn and Betty Julian Jim and Sarah Michael Jack and Sally 

Southard

Flowers Sharon Seidel
Phyllis Hollenbaugh

Diana Uhlman
Mary Cayton Dave and Judy Evans Mel and Gayle Shidler

Ushers Sharon Seidel & Jack Heitsman

Altar Guild  Betty and               Glenn Julian 
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