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R E C T O R ’ S  R A M B L I N G S

Holy Trinity Episcopal Church is a welcoming congregation offering spiritual sanctuary to all, regardless of race, ethnicity, 
gender, sexual orientation, age, ability, or socio-economic class; and to all persons who have felt marginalized in any way.  We 
recognize each individual as a unique child of God.  As we move forward with the work of this church, we commit ourselves to 

making justice and inclusivity a reality in this congregation and the world.

"Your dog can't sign your marriage documents"

Generally in the Episcopal Church, and particularly at Holy Trinity, we 
proclaim inclusiveness.  We open the doors wide for anyone interested in 
even tiptoeing in.  We seek to respect the dignity of all human beings as we 
promise through our baptismal covenant.  Yet, sometimes we discover 
tension between our desire to be inclusive and the question, "What do people 
normally do?"

People used to ask me this question.  They would ask it about sacraments 
such as weddings or burials, or about where they could breastfeed their 
babies, or if it were OK to come to church late or leave early.   More recently, 
the question is rarely asked.  Today people tend to simply express what they 
want.  "No, I'm sorry," I said, when one bride wanted her dog to be right at 
her side as her primary witness.  Another bridal couple joked about everyone 
in their "party" wearing cowboy boots, and they did, from the processional 
until the wee hours of the wedding reception.

Today burials can be just as varied as weddings.  The "open mike" is 
especially popular with some people: it can be a vehicle for blessed 
memories shared.   Once as I was officiating at a burial for a man in his 20s, 
the deceased man's brother refused to leave the microphone.  Totally 
inebriated, he finally agreed to quit ranting and raving so that I did not have 
to call the police.  Fortunately, Episcopal churches neither have, nor usually 
need, bouncers.  Funny how the same thing can elicit grace and peace in one 
gathering, and total havoc in another.
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R E C T O R ’ S   R A M B L I N G S  ( C O N T . )

All of this leads to the question, "What are our norms?"
When some parents want church school during church, others want their children with them in church, and others let 
their children decide for themselves what they want each time they come, how can we adequately respond to our 
families' needs, and also be supportive of our teachers who plan and are present each week?   

Is it OK for people to come to church in the middle of the service, or leave even before the recessional hymn is sung 
and the dismissal spoken?  Naturally there are occasions when this is necessary, yet again, what is the "norm"?  In 
the Greek Orthodox Church in which I was raised people roamed in and out of Sunday worship throughout its 
several-hour duration.  And it was distracting, the sacred flow of the divine liturgy interrupted.  This is an example of 
a cultural variance, which reminds me of the different cultures represented by parishioners already at Holy Trinity, 
let alone those yet to come.

I welcome your voices in these matters.  How can we as a church be both inclusive and still maintain some norms?  
In my desire to be inclusive, I often conclude, "So be it."  Yet, there are times when I feel compelled to say, "Your 
dog can't sign your marriage documents."  Or, "Please leave the microphone now; this conversation to be continued 
at another time and place."  And most importantly, "We are here to re-present Christ, seeking to love God and every 
neighbor as ourselves ... seeking to address your needs as we challenge your faith-in-action ... seeking to grow 
together as sons and daughters of the Holy Trinity, who is ever re-creating, redeeming and sustaining us.

Thanks be to God.
Karen

P.S. Please share your opinions about our "norms."  Send them to me at htrector@gmail.com and I will share them in 
future Triads.  In the meantime, whether early, exactly on time, or late, so be it - see you in church!  And, if you are 
uncomfortable standing when we stand ... please ... feel free to sit.

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

First Friday Contemplative Service, Songs and Prayer ~ 

Date Change: Friday, June 14th, 5:30 pm, Chapel of St. Bede. Join us to finish your week with this service of 
contemplation.  Breathe.  Pray.  Sing.  Let us give thanks.

Episcopal Church Women’s Luncheon

Join us Tuesday, June 4th at Noon at the Knolls of Oxford for Lunch and Fellowship.

INFORMAL MEN’S GET-TOGETHER, “ECM” (Episcopal Church Men) You’re welcome 
to join us Tuesday, June 11 at 9 AM (-ish) at Kofenya. While “two or three are gathered together” is good, it’s more 

fun if we have a crowd! For more information, feel free to contact Glenn Julian, pipes.physics@yahoo.com

Literature and Theology lovers to gather ~ The Literature and Theology book group will 
convene  the Third Monday of the month, at 7 pm, in the undercroft. We will be reading stories from the 
anthology "God Stories" edited by C. Michael Curtis. Used and new books can be procured on Amazon.  Questions? 
Contact Sharon Seidel: sharonboggi@gmail.com. 

New Campus Ministry Weekly Summer Gathering: If you are a college undergraduate, graduate 
or young adult, please join us on Thursdays at 7 pm in the Library.  We will be exploring things spiritual (the nature 
of God, the nature of us, the biblical story, vocational discernment, etc.) and simultaneously some of the participants 
will be preparing for Confirmation.  All are invited.  For more information contact Karen Burnard at 
htrector@gmail.com
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S  A N D  E V E N T S  ( C O N T . )

   

                                                                                          

                                                                                   

Flying Solo? Join us on June 27th!

If you are flying solo (living alone) we hope you can join us to greet the summer with old and new friends at the 
poolside of new member Judith Trent.  Bring an appetizer to share (beverages will be provided) and feel free to bring 

other solo flyers.  You do not have to be a member of Holy Trinity to join in the fun 
WHEN:          Thursday June 27th from 5-7 pm               WHERE:         Home of Judith Trent  

                                                                                                                     1 01 Country Club Drive
                                                                                                                Oxford, Ohio 45056

RSVP:              to Gayle at holytoffice@gmail.com, or 513-523-7559, or 
                         to Karen at htrector@gmail.com, or 513-280-1446

Invitation from Hopedale Unitarian Universalist Community:

Dear Friends, We know that Sundays are busy days for many of you, but we at Hopedale Unitarian Universalist 
Community would like to invite someone from your congregation to participate with us in our special social justice-
focused Sunday services in June.  We will focus on how we can continue to combine our efforts much like we've 
done with our Faith Build for Habitat for Humanity. 
Please consider joining us at 10:30 on any of the following Sundays at 3870 Millville Oxford Road. 

 SERVICES: June 2:  "Oxford Community Cafe"  A pay as you can, locally sourced food, staffed by a 
professional chef and volunteers, cozy cafe.  Discussion of this as a spiritual, social justice endeavor.
 June 9:  "Localism as social justice"  We will discuss the significance of localism as a social justice 
concept, exploring connections with local farmers, the MOON co-op market, and the Uptown Farmers’ Market.
 June 16:  "One World Everybody Eats Foundation"  A nationwide foundation supporting Community 
Cafes.  We will look at a successful example in Miamisburg, OH.
 June 23:  "Oxford Works"  We will look at the job readiness program at the Family Resource Center, and 
talk about how a Community Cafe might support Oxford Works.
 June 30  "Hopedale and a Community Cafe"  How might faith communities be involved in the cafe?
For more information, please contact Ann Fuerher:  fuehrea@miamioh.edu

Vacation Bible School information and invitation ~

Hi there, My name is Christine Garton, Director of Christian Education at Oxford Presbyterian Church.  Yet again 
this summer, Faith Lutheran Church, Oxford United Methodist Church and our church are doing an ecumenical VBS.  
This year's dates are July 12-14.  Most of the activities will take place at Oxford Presbyterian Church except for 
meals and the Friday opening ceremony, which will take place at Oxford United Methodist Church.

We invite all children ages 3 up through entering 5th grade to participate.  Youth entering 6th-12th grade are invited 
to be helpers.  And of course, we can never have too many adult volunteers if some in your congregation would like 
to help. The VBS Planning Team and I would appreciate it very much if you could let your congregation know about 
VBS this year.  I have attached 2 different versions of the poster to this e-mail.  Hopefully one of them will open for 
you.  I will be out of town through June 9th.  In the meantime, people can find more information about VBS and can 
register their children online by going to www.vacationbibleschool.com/OxfordVBS
If I can be of further assistance after June 9, please let me know!
Blessings, Christine Garton, M.Div., M.A.C.E., Director of Christian Education; Oxford Presbyterian Church, 
Oxford, Ohio

Congratulations to Stacey Mighton who graduated from Miami in May, completing her 
undergraduate program in three years.  Stacey has served as Student Intern at Holy Trinity. She will begin a graduate 
program in Political Science here at Miami in the fall. Way to go, Stacey!
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  June Birthdays! ! !
            1  Bob Benson! ! 26   Betty Julian      

! 2   Maren Patterson              28  Dick Smith

            3   Karl Schilling! !        

            4   Bill Houk !!    June Anniversaries!
            7   Joyce Rouse!         1  Peter and Ruth Ann Williams!             ! ! !        

            9   Judith de Luce!         2  Bill and Mary Sue Houk         

           12  Bessie Miller!         3  Bill and Mary Bausano

           14   Kate Harlan!         4  Kevin and Caroline Williams

           15  LaVerne Pruden        13   Jim and Sarah Michael

           17   Margo Ellis                23  Dave and Kathy Ferguson                         

           21   Karen Schilling         24   Jack and Sally Southard

                 Andrew Mogga!       25   Bob and Karen Burnard

                 Wagner Mogga!       26   Bill and Barbara McKinstry

          23   Mercy Patterson        27   Rich and Mickey Bement

B I R T H D AY S  &  A N N I V E R S A R I E S

Did we miss your important date? 
Please let us know by calling the 

office at 513-523-7559
or email holytoffice@gmail.com
Would you like to celebrate by 

offering the Altar Flowers?

Upcoming Events in june

    First Friday Contemplative Service: 5:30 pm. sharp, June 14th.
! ! ! ! Chapel of St. Bede. Join us for a time of song, prayer and reflection.
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !
! ! ! ! Community Dinner: Wednesday, June 26th, 5 pm, Lower Level. 
! ! ! ! Meet at Holy T to have a delicious dinner and help serve to some hungry folks 
! ! ! ! in our community.

! ! ! ! Campus Ministry Inquirers’ Group, Thursdays, 7 pm, Library
    College students and young adults are all welcome.

Holy Trinity is looking for a Campus Minister for the 2013-14 school year. This is 
a part-time paid position for the school year beginning in August. If you are interested or know someone who might be 
interested, please contact Karen Burnard for more information.

PARISH RECTOR:   Karen Burnard (513) 523-7559 ~ htrector@gmail.com                                      

M I A M I  E P I S C O PA L  S T U D E N T  M I N I S T RY
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T H E  D O H N S :  D O M I N I C A N  R E P U B L I C  M I S S I O N A R I E S 
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Greetings from the Dominican Republic!   
A PDF copy of ‘This little row…’ is attached if this e-mail does not display well.  
 
Write to us to be taken off this mailing list:  DohnFamily@sams-usa.org   
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The US Family Medical Leave Act 
For the blessing of family, we give thanks. 
 
We made a home visit recently to evaluate the level of assistance needed 
by a woman patient so that her family member who lives in the USA could 
get leave from work. The 88-year old woman was blind and was almost 
totally paralyzed on her left side from a stroke. She was verbally 
interactive, but confused. 
 
This woman obviously needs help with almost all of the activities of daily 
living – dressing, eating, etc. When we saw her, she was dressed and 
sitting in a wheelchair in the small living room, with windows and doors 
wide open. What struck me during our visit was the number of family 
members and friends who were there and participating in this woman’s 
care. The family has not thought of a nursing home nor hired help (not that 
either of those options are very common or possible here).  
 
The occasion of two US physicians making a scheduled house call may 
have prompted more people being present than normal that day. However, 
families commonly take care of their own here – whether the elderly or 
children with disabilities.  
 
Michael completed the FMLA form. The relative from New Jersey was 
actually using her vacation time and personal days at this point, but wanted 
to have the form on file with her employer if she needed to return when her 
mother’s condition worsens.  
 
What a blessing to have family. When other resources are scarce, 
involvement of a loving family can compensate.    
 
Keep praying,  Anita 



Frank Jordan is retiring as Holy Trinity Organist

Dear Parishioners of Holy Trinity:! ! ! ! ! ! ! 5 May 2013

! I want you to know that I am retiring as organist at the end of May. The decision to retire has been brewing 
in my mind for several years now. The only question has been  when would be the best time for both the church 
and me. Increasingly, the condition of my hands--numbness in my fingers and arthritis in my left thumb in 
particular--has made playing, not to mention turning pages, increasingly difficult. It seemed best to continue 
through Trinity Sunday so  as not to jeopardize the choral music so important for the two major feasts following 
Easter. Besides, we are accustomed to having substitute musicians in the summer months. Someone else at the 
console in this period will be nothing new to you; but for me it will be an opportunity, none too soon, according to 
my doctor, to have the surgery necessary if I am to have the use of my hands for basic tasks in future days.  I 
have, in fact, already scheduled the first operation.

In the summer of 1965 I came to Oxford to teach English at Miami. The next summer I moved from Kehr Road to 
a small house on the back of the Vailsʼ property on North Main Street (known in recent years as “Mary Melvinʼs 
house”). That fall, Eleanore asked me if I would accompany a childrenʼs choir she wished to organize.  Eventually, 
from time to time, I also substituted for the odd service, until in January, 1969, at the request of the rector, Walter 
Taylor, I signed a contract to be Holy Trinityʼs organist for all services--wondering, as I did so, how in the world I 
would get all those by-weekly “freshman compositions” read, marked, and returned in a week--my usual weekend 
task, not to mention prepare for my literature classes. 

The choir director that year was a graduate student in music who disappeared in February.  Walter Taylor finally 
tracked him down and reported: “Frank, heʼs fallen in love!” (and Holy Trinity had fallen out of his mind). His 
successor, also a music grad student, was conscientious but a much better cook than he was a choral director. 
Our luck with choir directors changed when Amy Hill, wife of the Methodist minister in Bath and an IU graduate in 
music, took over. She was succeeded by similarly talented and trained musicians, notably Eleanore Vail and 
Joyce Rouse. Our good fortune continued when Bill Bausano agreed to assume the position. I had played for 
several choral directors before I came to Oxford, among them people of national reputation, but, to my 
knowledge, none of them had  conducted in Carnegie Hall, none was more talented than Bill, and none 
possessed Billʼs pitch-perfect temperament that makes working with him such a pleasure. Truth to tell, I might 
have retired sooner but for thereby forfeiting this collaboration with Bill and the choir, many of whom are close 
friends. At this point I would also like to acknowledge the organists in the parish who over the years have 
graciously substituted for me: Betty Julian, Treva Boardman, Jenny Catalan, and Bob Benson. 

In closing, I want to thank you for being so supportive of my music--for not  treating organ preludes as merely 
functional, i.e., to mark the transition from the secular to the sacred, and postludes to mark the reverse. No doubt 
you have heard more Bach, not to mention Buxtehude (a fun name to say!), than typical church-goers, but the 
former is the greatest and single most influential composer in Western classical music, of which he is the “father,” 
and Buxtehude was his greatest inspiration. We Christians are fortunate that they composed so much superb 
music to nurture our faith and inspire our worship. As well, I have attempted to represent the vast repertoire of 
music for the organ, until well into the twentieth century the largest for any keyboard instrument. I also appreciate 
your support, in the form of  gifts and attendance, of the noon-time Advent and Lenten Concert Series we offered 
the Oxford community for several years (1981;1985-2009). The programs and related materials are now in the 
Smith History Collection of Lane Library.  

That any one person is indispensable has always seemed to me, in general, a sentimental notion. The 
diminishing number of people who study and play organ notwithstanding, I am confident that Holy Trinity will find 
a capable organist, one appreciative of the opportunity to work with Karen, with Bill and the choir, with Gayle, and 
worthy of your loyalty and respect. And I trust you will be fully as welcoming of my successor as you have been of 
me--far and away the best tribute you can offer to my tenure at Holy Trinity. Rest assured I will continue to be 
active in the life of the parish, though from time to time I may, in the near future especially, do something I have 
always wanted to do but never had the chance, namely, visit some of the churches in Cincinnati with reputations 
for good music and hear these musicians for myself.  

Godʼs Blessings on You and on Holy Trinity!                       Frank Jordan



 L AY  M I N I S T E R  S C H E D U L E

If unable to serve, please find a substitute & 
call the office (523-7559) or email holytoffice@gmail.com 

if there is time. Thank you!

JUNE LAY 
MINISTERS

JUNE 2 JUNE 9 JUNE 16 JUNE 23 JUNE 30

Eucharistic 
Minister(8am) Al Lindsey Judy Evans Rich Bement Kathleen Carels Al Lindsey

Eucharistic
Minister I Lila Mason Bob Benson Bill Bausano Peter Williams Marilyn Kinzler

Eucharistic 
Minister II Rich Bement Marilyn Kinzler Lila Mason Jennie Kiffmeyer Rich Bement

OT Lector
(1st Lesson) Rosalyn Benson Kathleen Flanagan Glenn Julian Dick Nault Sharon Seidel

Lector
(Psalm) Chris Church Jim Michael Emily Murphree Ginger Smith Kevin Williams

NT Lector
(2nd Lesson) Mary Cayton Kat Hayes Oliver Mogga Joshua Seidel Bruce Ford

Lector (Prayers) Emily Reese Jennie Kiffmeyer Stephanie Nowak Karen Schilling Diana Uhlman

Acolyte
(Crucifer & 

Altar)
Martin Ganev Marshall Patterson James Stokes Brittany Stokes TBA

Greeter
Dick Nault

Dick and Anne 
Lodge

Jack Southard
Phyllis 

Hollenbaugh

Elaine Brandner
Dick and Anne 

Lodge

Phyllis 
Hollenbaugh
Dick Nault

Elaine Brandner
Jack Southard

Oblationist
Dick Nault

Dick and Anne 
Lodge

Jack Southard
Phyllis 

Hollenbaugh

Elaine Brandner
Dick and Anne 

Lodge

Phyllis 
Hollenbaugh
Dick Nault

Elaine Brandner
Jack Southard

Healing
Minister Kathleen Carels Kathleen Flanagan Kathleen Carels Lila Mason Kathleen Flanagan

Coffee Marilyn andKurt 
Kinzler

Dick and Ginger 
Smith

Judi Nelson
Emily Murphree

Jim and Sarah 
Michael

Mary and Neil 
Poppendeck

Flowers Karen Schilling Judy Shaw Rich and Mickey 
Bement

Jack and Sally 
Southard

Bob and Rosalyn 
Benson

Ushers Sharon Seidel & Jack Heitsman

Altar Guild   Betty and           Glenn Julian 
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L AY  M I N I S T E R  S C H E D U L E

If unable to serve, please find a substitute & 
call the office (523-7559) or email holytoffice@gmail.com 

if there is time. Thank you!

JULY LAY 
MINISTERS

JULY 7 JULY 14 JULY 21 JULY 28

Eucharistic 
Minister(8am) Judy Evans Rich Bement Kathleen Carels Al Lindsey

Eucharistic
Minister I Lila Mason Marilyn Kinzler Jennie Kiffmeyer Peter Williams

Eucharistic 
Minister II Bill Bausano Lila Mason Bob Benson Rich Bement

OT Lector
(1st Lesson) Chris Church Mary Cayton Bruce Ford Rosalyn Benson

Lector
(Psalm) Jennie Kiffmeyer Glenn Julian Karen Schilling Emily Murphree

NT Lector
(2nd Lesson) Brian Dobson Kathleen Flanagan Oliver Mogga Dick Nault

Lector (Prayers) Emily Reese Joshua Seidel Stephanie Nowak Jim Michael

Acolyte
(Crucifer) TBA TBA TBA TBA

Acolyte
(Altar) TBA TBA TBA TBA

Acolyte
(Torchbearer) TBA TBA TBA TBA

Greeter Dick Nault
Phyllis Hollenbaugh

Elaine Brandner
Dick and Anne Lodge

Dick Nault
Phyllis Hollenbaugh

Dick and Anne Lodge
Jack Southard

Oblationist Dick Nault
Phyllis Hollenbaugh

Elaine Brandner
Dick and Anne Lodge

Dick Nault
Phyllis Hollenbaugh

Dick and Anne Lodge
Jack Southard

Healing
Minister Kathleen Carels Kathleen Flanagan Lila Mason Kathleen Carels

Coffee Chris and Linda 
Church

Bonnie and Warren 
Mason

Diana Uhlman
Carol Baker

Tobie and Carl 
Dahlman

Flowers Dave and Kathy 
Ferguson Dick and Ginger Smith Jim and Carolyn 

Wilson
Yero Peterson
Jane Stripple

Ushers Sharon Seidel  &  Jack Heitsman

Altar Guild  Dick &          Ginger Smith 
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Holy Trinity Episcopal Church
25 E Walnut St
Oxford, OH 45056

J U N E  2 0 1 3  N E W S L E T T E R                          

Flying Solo? Join us on June 27th!

If you are flying solo (living alone) we hope you can join us to greet the summer with old and new 
friends at the poolside of new member Judith Trent.  Bring an appetizer to share (beverages will be 
provided) and feel free to bring other solo flyers.  You do not have to be a member of Holy Trinity 

to join in the fun ...

                WHEN:          Thursday June 27th from 5-7 pm

WHERE:         Home of Judith Trent  
                       101 Country Club Drive

                        Oxford, Ohio 45056

RSVP:              to Gayle at holytoffice@gmail.com, or 513-523-7559, or 
                         to Karen at htrector@gmail.com, or 513-280-1446
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