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Stacey Mighton, Student Intern
Lauren McHenry, Student Intern                            
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‣ Rector’s Ramblings, page 1-2
‣ Announcements, page 2-3
‣ Miami Student Ministry, page 4
‣ Birthdays & Anniversaries, page 4

‣ Dohns: Dominican Republic 
Missionaries, page 5

‣ Lay Minister Schedule, page 6-7

R E C T O R ’ S  RA M B L I N G S

Holy Trinity Episcopal Church is a welcoming congregation offering spiritual sanctuary to all, regardless of race, ethnicity, 
gender, sexual orientation, age, ability, or socio-economic class; and to all persons who have felt marginalized in any way.  We 
recognize each individual as a unique child of God.  As we move forward with the work of this church, we commit ourselves to 

making justice and inclusivity a reality in this congregation and the world.

Revolving Doors

 This afternoon Bob and I went to Miami's 2012 Spring Ice Show.  
Our own Lauren McHenry, Holy T's wonderful student intern, was skating 
in her last show.  Lauren is graduating from Miami in two weeks. Yesterday 
I heard from Jean Perry's daughter Ann, that Jean is moving from The Knolls 
of Oxford to Maryland where Ann lives.  Jean Perry has been a member of 
Holy Trinity for many years.  In late March we celebrated the life of Mary 
Melvin:  may she rest in eternal peace.
 I love what I do, except for one thing: farewells.  I have no doubt that 
all to whom I have said "Farewell" are still with me, and forever.  Yet, I still 
miss breaking bread with them; clinking glasses together on the occasion of 
a toast; hearing their unique laughter, the sound of their voice; and seeing 
the twinkle in their own eyes.  I imagine that must have been what the first 
disciples felt like before they had any kind of resurrection experiences.  
When Thomas heard that others had "seen" Jesus, no wonder he wanted to 
have that experience himself. His response seems unabashedly human to me.  
 Two things surface in my mind when I contemplate farewells.  
First, obviously we don't have to be in another's physical presence to remain 
both real and related, connected.  That's what Jesus means when he talks 
about those who have not seen but believe.   And, life is full of revolving 
doors.  One person graduates and moves on; another walks through, eager to 
participate in our faith community, adding new gifts among us.  I hope you 
have met Sherry Lind and her son Evan.  Sherry will be starting a graduate 
program at Miami next fall, and Evan is working on his undergraduate work 
in Cincinnati.  And Kevin Williams, our choir's newest bass, will be offering 
his skills to Holy Trinity's website, and is already inquiring about 

mailto:holytoffice@woh.rr.com
mailto:holytoffice@woh.rr.com
http://www.holytoxford.org
http://www.holytoxford.org
mailto:htoffice@woh.rr.com
mailto:htoffice@woh.rr.com


R E C T O R ’ S   RA M B L I N G S  (C O N T . )

confirmation.   Recently we have also had other visitors, some who have been very honest about "looking for a 
church," so please be sure to welcome those you do not know.  Aren't we all appreciative when in an unfamiliar place, 
and someone reaches out a hand and simply says, "Hi!  I'm (N)."
 Farewells may not be my favorite personal encounters, yet they really are a mixed bag.  The emotions elicited 
are many, one being the feeling of extraordinary blessedness by those taking leave.  Lauren, Jean, Mary ... you have all 
blessed me and our Holy Trinity community.  Wherever you are, wherever you are going, thank you.  Thank you, my 
friends.  Sherry, Evan, Kevin, and all who are newer among us, we welcome you with gratitude for your coming 
through those revolving doors ... doors which I believe, are most sacred ... and look forward to our life together.
 Alleluia!  Christ is risen,   Karen

AN N O U N C E M E N T S

THANK YOU - to each and all for a festive Easter Celebration   

The tables abounded with flowers, silver, candles, favorite foods of Easter:  breads, fruit, vegetables, eggs, cheese, sweets, 
champagne, coffee, tea, and punch.  The children delighted in the Easter Egg Hunt!   Thank you each and all.  And a special thanks 
to the forty young and older, newcomers and old-timers of our Holy Trinity community who made this celebration happen: Anita 
Atkinson; Lisa Baker; Kurt Burkhalter; Bob Burnard; Chris Church; Bruce Ford; Jack, Hope, and Lila Greer; Barbara, Ethan, and 
Kathryn Hamilton; Laura and Susan Fortney Harlan; Bill and Mary Sue Houk; Jennie Kiffmeyer; Kurt and Marilyn Kinzler; Evan 
and Sherry Lind; Becky Lukens; Lila Mason; Warren Mason; Jim and Sarah Michael; Stephanie Nowak; Jael Ojwaya; Mary and 
Neil Poppendeck; Tristan Pursley; Emily Reese; Ginger Smith; Lynn and Morgan Stahr;  Kelly and Jeff Stokes; Diana Uhlman and 
Jesse Dixon; and Eleanore Vail.  Sally and Jack Southard, Co-Chairs

Thank you, Holy Trinity, for your presence … The Southard and Reed Family want you to know how dearly 
we appreciated the beautiful spray of pink and white flowers at the Church of the Covenant service celebrating the life of our 
sister, Nancy Reed Ross, who died March 4 in Erie, PA.

Oxford City tour features holy trinity: On Saturday, May 26th  the Visitors and Convention Bureau and 
Historical Architectural Preservation Commission present a City Walk that will feature the AME Church and Holy Trinity. Diana 
Duhr, of the OVCB, leads the walk, which will begin at the AME church and end at Holy Trinity where Bob Benson (a member of 
HAPC as well as HT) will discuss the architecture of the present building.  The tour group will be inside the Nave from about 11 
to 11:30 a.m.  If you are around our church about that time, make them feel welcome! 

City Studios Architecture Selected

    Holy Trinity's Architectural Steering Committee has chosen City Studios Architecture, Cincinnati, Ohio, as the firm to work 
with HolyTrinity in our property planning/design.  Special thanks to the committee (Bob Benson, Dick Lodge, Jack Southard), 
wardens (Chris Church and Susan Kay) and rector for their concentrated work in this selection process.  City Studios comes highly 
recommended and is also currently working with Christ Church in Glendale, Ohio.  We have discovered that several members of 
the firm are graduates of Miami University, including founding partner Chantelle Noble.   As we move forward, we will be asking 
more parishioners to join in this creative and important adventure.  Please keep this process in your prayers, as we seek to be wise 
stewards of all that God has entrusted into our care.  Karen

You are invited to host Coffee Hour some Sunday after the 10:30 service

     Where do those cookies and other goodies come from?  Parishioners like you bring them. It’s an easy, fun duty.  When there’s 
Adult Forum, the coffee is usually made in advance; if it’s not, instructions are in the kitchen. Tablecloths and other table service 
like plates and forks are optional but readily available in the kitchen. You bring what you want for snacks and other drinks. Clean 
up is part of the job (both of the kitchen and the linens). There are many open dates left or just call the office and tell Gayle to add 
you to the list of coffee hour hosts. If your date doesn’t end up working with your schedule, just ask another parishioner to 
substitute for you. Lots of people would be glad to give you an instructional lesson, if you want it. Just ask!
 

    THERE WILL BE NO ADULT FORUM ON SUNDAY, MAY 6.



AN N O U N C E M E N T S  A N D  EV E N T S  (C O N T . )

Have you updated your ht Photo Directory yet? Inserts for new people and new addresses are 
available to update your photo directory.  If you haven't received the inserts, pick up a set from the Narthex.  If you 
can't get to church, call the office and leave a message that you need one!

Sunday May 20, Bake Sale during Coffee Hour.  
     All proceeds to benefit the Dominican Republic Mission trip July 4-July 11.  Thank you for your support!  
Questions? Contact Susan Fortney-Harlan 523-3468 or sfharlan@yahoo.com

Want to give altar flowers but don’t know how?  Here’s the answer ...

     If you would like to celebrate a special occasion, honor special people, give thanks for a blessing, or share joy with 
fellow parishioners, consider giving the altar flowers on Sunday. Check the Triad for upcoming open dates or just 
volunteer for any open date in the future. Call the office and volunteer to provide the flowers, being sure to tell Gayle 
how you want them recognized in the Sunday Announcements. Then write a check to Holy Trinity for $50 for the two 
altar vases.  If that is more than you want to spend, join with other parishioners and share the cost.  If you want 
something special for the arrangement (like “no pink” or “yellow gladiolas”), call Two Little Buds at (513) 737-8527 
and let them know.

Curious about Reiki? If you’re curious about Reiki, the Japanese personal development, relaxation and 
healing technique, here is your chance to learn about this gentle and powerful practice.  There will also be an 
opportunity to experience it if you would like to.  At 7:30 PM on Monday, May 21, there will be an informal 
information session in the Holy Trinity library.  It is free and open to the public.  Find out why and how people 
learn and practice Reiki.  For more information contact Linda Church at 523-4356 or lstewartc@hotmail.com.  

May 13: Final Adult Forum for the 2011-2012 year:

     Thank you, Adult Forum Committee and Adult Forum Participants! Recently we have had some wonderful Adult 
Forums at Holy Trinity. March began with the Sisters of the Transfiguration on two Sundays, followed by Susan Kay 
and John-Charles Duffy reflecting on the political and religious world, with John-Charles focusing on the Mormon 
candidate Mitt Romney.  In April we were blessed with Rich Bement's reflections on his experience with Kairos, a 
long-weekend spiritual encounter with a number of prison "residents" (thanks to all of you who made all those 
cookies!).  Earth Day, April 22, brought William Green, scientist and author, leaving us thinking we could have gone 
on for weeks listening to him and exploring the blessings and needs of this planet earth, our "island home."  
     On April 29 Rory Johnson will be our guest presenter: Rory is a faculty member of Comparative Religion at 
Miami.  No Adult Forum May 6th, and then on May 13 Mickey Bement will be speaking on Biblical Mothers in 
honor of Mothers' Day.  Mickey's forum will be the last forum until next fall. We are most grateful to our Adult Forum 
Committee members who make these weekly forums possible during the school year: Rich Bement, Mickey Bement, 
Sherry Lind, Anne Lodge, Bonnie Mason, Sharon Seidel, Peter Williams and Karen Burnard.  We encourage you to 
make this forum a part of your weekly "outings," as we so often conclude them with wonder, more curiosity, and 
always, gratitude.  Weekly, they remind us of one incredible gift: to learn, not just about some topic of interest, but 
about each other and the community continually being renewed at Holy Trinity. If you would like to be part of the 
Adult Forum Committee, or if you have suggestions for topics in the future, please contact one of the members.   
And heartfelt thanks to all of you  who participate, making it a truly special group experience.

Habitat Update: 

 A family has been chosen for the next house in Oxford!  The new Habitat for Humanity Partner Family has 
been approved by the THFH Board.  The family's current substandard housing includes air filtration around doors and 
windows, a broken latch and seal on door, inadequate insulation, and the family pays more than 30% on housing 
expenses. The next step for the family will be for them to log their first 50 hours of sweat equity.  Please join us all in 
praying for the family as they begin their journey with Habitat.  We'll keep you posted on when our work will begin!
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    May Birthdays! ! !
    ! ! ! ! ! 19   Mary Poppendeck

       2   Karen Burnard!                    Jonathan Graham

          Barbara Hamilton ! ! 21   Tom Dierling! ! !    ! ! !

     5   Yerevan Peterson! ! 24   Gitzene Myers!    ! !     

     7   Jean Perry! ! !         Jordan Secrest   

    10   Dick Nault! ! ! 25   Tom Coakley! !

           Cynthia Hanscomb! ! 27   Marshall Patterson

    11   Barbara Ellison                      28    Jacob Bausano

    14   Laura Poppendeck! ! 31   Linda Church

    18   Nina Stahr! !           

 ! ! ! ! !       
  ! ! ! !

  

  May Anniversaries
    14   David and Judy Evans 

     20   Rob and Mary Thomas

     22   Jonathan Graham and Jennie Kiffmeyer

    29   Kevin O’Bryan and Emily Murphree

B I R T H D AY S  &  AN N I V E R S A R I E S

 Did we miss your 
important date? Please 
let us know by calling 

the office at 513-523-7559
or email 

holytoffice@gmail.com

        Congratulations to those who are graduating, Lauren McHenry (Bachelor's in 
   Psychology) and Keith Meyers (Master's in Economics)!  God bless you in your journey 
   from here on out.  And congratulations to all students who are one year closer to their 
   degrees.  Have a safe and relaxing summer, and we'll see you in the fall.
   We like to hang out together downstairs after the 10:30am service with coffee and snacks.    
   Sometimes we go out for lunch, too. Come join us!

 
   CAMPUS MINISTERS:   Emily Reese  (408) 807-4021 
              Dan Pratt (513) 285-2427

PARISH RECTOR:   Karen Burnard (513) 523-7559 ~ htrector@gmail.com                                      

STUDENT INTERNS:   Stacey Mighton & Lauren McHenry ~ holytstudents@gmail.com 

Website: www.holytoxford.org 

MIAMI  EPISCOPAL  STUDENT  MINISTRY
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Easter morning began with a walk at 6 AM along the seafront. 
Having moved to within four blocks of the Caribbean, the morning 
walk has become a routine (and the dogs love it).  

Several new patients appeared at the Clinic this week whose prior 
care highlighted deficits in the quality of medical care here. 
Problems can arise from the lack of training, the lack of resources, 
and the lack of professionalism (that is, somebody just didn’t care to 
do it right). It is frustrating for us and our Dominican colleagues at 
the Clinic to see people who have suffered avoidable consequences. 

The Clinic’s newly formed Board had its second meeting. Christian 
Connections in International Health identified one of the principle 
reasons for the failure of Christian clinics and hospitals in 
developing countries as the difference in orientations between the 
health centers and the institutional church. Concepts such as 
‘development’ and ‘sustainability’ may be understood differently.  

For example, a time-limited grant that results in an increased 
capacity of women to care for their families resulting in long-term 
improved health may look like a failure to the institutional church 
because it has not resulted in an identifiable growing ministry and 
was obviously unsustainable because it ended. Further meetings are 
planned ...  

A survey of Clinic patients began toward the end of the week. The 
form was adapted from a customer satisfaction survey used by a 
local bakery. Many of the underlying concepts are the same: 
cleanliness, promptness of service, quality of product, etc. “All 
things begin with borrowing,” Thoreau wrote in Walden.  

Later in the week we heard the story that after the Easter eggs for 
the children were hidden before the Easter service, a street dog had 
come into the churchyard and eaten three Easter eggs before being 
chased out. Consideration is being given to setting-up a guard 
network next Easter morning. 

Keep praying, Anita and Michael  

It was a quiet Easter Week in San Pedro de Macorís ~ 
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Greetings from the Dominican Republic!  Below is our April 2012 Mission E-mail.   
 

A PDF copy of ‘This little row…’ is attached if this e-mail does not display well.  
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Thirteen mission team 
members prepare for 

Dominican Republic trip!

On July 4, 2012, Geoff Blackwell, 
Elaine Brandner, Bob Burnard, Karen 
Burnard, Chris Church, Linda Church, 
Barb Hamilton, Kathryn Hamilton, Laura 
Harlan, Stephanie McCabe, Dan Pratt, 
Emily Reese and Kelly Stokes will take 
off for San Pedro de Macoris in the 
Dominican Republic.  They will be 
working with Drs. Michael and Anita 
Dohn on mosquito abatement to prevent 
malaria.  Geoff, Laura and Stephanie 
were also on our mission team in 2008.
 
IN a recent team meeting several prayer 
requests were made.  They have been 
collected in the following prayer which 
we hope you will include in your daily 
prayers. "Eternal God, we ask your 
blessing upon Holy Trinity's Dominican 
Republic mission team.  Give them grace 
as they prepare for their trip, granting 
them safe travels, good health, and an 
openness to the movement of the Spirit 
throughout their experience. We thank 
you for Drs. Michael and Anita Dohn, 
their family, staff, and the people they 
serve: bless them all. Grant our team the 
gifts of flexibility and harmony wherever 
they are called, that they may nurture 
friendships with those speaking a 
different language in a different country 
and culture, as they deepen their 
friendships with one another.  May the 
work they do help prevent malaria, as it 
ever expresses God's love in the world.  
In Christ's name.  Amen."

WE are grateful for the financial support we have received from the
parish, most recently a $1000 gift from Harriet and Ted Schmitt:
thank you, Harriet and Ted!  

WE also thank all of you who supported the trip through the Pancake 
Dinner and the two-part film and supper series sponsored by MESM.  
Part II of "The Ten Commandments" will be viewed on Friday night 
April 27 at 5:30 pm. please join us!  Keep watch for a bake sale on 
May 20th after the 10:30 Service to support the trip.  More 
information will be shared in weekly bulletins and in the June Triad.



LAY  M I N I S T E R  SC H E D U L E

If unable to serve, please find a substitute & 
call the office (523-7559) or email holytoffice@gmail.com 

if there is time. Thank you!

MAY LAY 
MINISTERS

MAY  6 MAY  13 MAY  20  MAY 27

Eucharistic 
Minister(8am)

  Kathleen Carels Carty Ellis Al Lindsey Rich Bement

Eucharistic
Minister I Rob Thomas Jennie Kiffmeyer Carty Ellis Bill Bausano

Eucharistic 
Minister II Peter Williams Rich Bement Marilyn Kinzler Lila Mason

OT Lector
(1st Lesson) Glenn Julian Oliver Mogga Kathleen Carels Jennie Kiffmeyer

Lector
(Psalm) Sharon Seidel Bruce Ford Dick Nault Chris Church

NT Lector
(2nd Lesson) Kathleen Flanagan Mary Cayton Rosalyn Benson Emily Murphree

Lector (Prayers) Jim Michael Stephanie Nowak Ginger Smith Diana Uhlman

Acolyte
(Crucifer) Kathryn Hamilton Laura Harlan James Stokes Steve Elliott  

Acolyte
(Altar) Martin Ganev Brittany Stokes Wagner Mogga Stephanie McCabe

Acolyte
(Torchbearer) Marshall Patterson Nina Stahr Andrew Mogga Kathy McCabe

Greeter Dick Nault
Phyllis Hollenbaugh

Elaine Brandner
Dick & Anne Lodge

Phyllis Hollenbaugh
Kathy McCabe

Jack Southard
Dick Nault

Oblationist Dick Nault
Phyllis Hollenbaugh

Elaine Brandner
Dick & Anne Lodge

 Phyllis 
Hollenbaugh

Kathy McCabe
Jack Southard

Dick Nault

Healing
Minister Lila Mason Kathleen 

Flanagan
Kathleen Carels Lila Mason

Coffee Open Open
Dominican 

Republic Bake 
Sale

Open

Flowers Open Open Open Open

Ushers Sharon Seidel & Jack Heitsman

Altar Guild  Betty &       Glenn Julian 
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 LAY  M I N I S T E R  SC H E D U L E

If unable to serve, please find a substitute & 
call the office (523-7559) or email holytoffice@gmail.com 

if there is time. Thank you!

JUNE LAY 
MINISTERS

JUNE  3 JUNE 10 JUNE 17 JUNE 24

Eucharistic 
Minister(8am)

Kathleen Carels Al Lindsey Rob Thomas Carty Ellis

Eucharistic
Minister I Lila Mason Rob Thomas Bill Bausano Lila Mason

Eucharistic 
Minister II Rich Bement Jennie Kiffmeyer Marilyn Kinzler Rich Bement

OT Lector
(1st Lesson) Dick Nault Ginger Smith Jennie Kiffmeyer Sharon Seidel

Lector
(Psalm) Glenn Julian Emily Murphree Chris Church Jim Michael

NT Lector
(2nd Lesson) Kevin Williams Bruce Ford JIm Michael Rosalyn Benson

Lector (Prayers) Stephanie Nowak Diana Uhlman Kathleen Carels Emily Murphree

Acolyte
(Crucifer)  

Acolyte
(Altar)

Acolyte
(Torchbearer)

Greeter Dick Nault
Phyllis Hollenbaugh

Elaine Brandner
Dick & Anne Lodge

Phyllis Hollenbaugh
Kathy McCabe

Jack Southard
Dick Nault

Oblationist Dick Nault
Phyllis Hollenbaugh

Elaine Brandner
Dick & Anne Lodge

Phyllis Hollenbaugh
Kathy McCabe

Jack Southard
Dick Nault

Healing
Minister Kathleen Flanagan Kathleen Carels Lila Mason Kathleen Flanagan

Coffee Chris and Linda 
Church OPEN OPEN OPEN

Flowers OPEN OPEN Yero Peterson Bob and Rosalyn 
Benson

Ushers Sharon Seidel & Jack Heitsman

Altar Guild  Dorothy Samter &       Ginger Smith 

mailto:holytoffice@gmail.com
mailto:holytoffice@gmail.com


8

Holy Trinity Episcopal Church
25 E Walnut St
Oxford, OH 45056

MAY  2012  N E W S L E T T E R       

Interfaith Weekend: Three Sacred Paths to One God

June 8-10, 2012 Join us for a weekend of mutual listening and learning as three faithful people, one from each of 
the three Abrahamic faiths (Judaism, Christianity  and Islam), share how and where they find God in their everyday 
lives within the context of their faith traditions and faith communities. Our weekend will be led by interfaith dialogue 
specialist, Paul F. Knitter of Union Theological Seminary in New York City.  Professor Knitter has journeyed deep 
into interfaith relations from both theological and very personal perspectives.  His unique sensitivity to honoring the 
religions of others while at the same time enriching one's own faith from what others have to share will make this a 
once-in-a-lifetime experience for us all. 

Our panelists of believers will be: Rabbi Ken Kanter, Hebrew Union College; Sister Diana Dorothea, 
Community of the Transfiguration; Shakila Ahmad, Islamic Center of Greater Cincinnati and BRIDGES For 
A Just Community

We are all guaranteed to leave the event more awake to the immeasurable depth and breadth of our human ability to 
live in relationship with God.  Space is limited.  Please contact Transfiguration Spirituality  Center at (513) 771-2171 
or CTRetreats@gmail.org for reservations.  $225 for single room with private bath and all meals, Friday supper 
through Sunday breakfast.  $100 commuter rate which includes lunch on Saturday.  $50 non-refundable deposit 
required to make reservation.  Partial Scholarships may be available.

Transfiguration Spirituality Center in the Village of Glendale, 495 Albion Avenue, Cincinnati, OH  45246  
CTRetreats@gmail.com        (513) 771-2171      www.TSCRetreats.org
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